
B letter that
came has since the
very beginning of
literature been the
subject of song and

story More pathetic ballads
have been written on It than on
all your old oaken buckets empty
hairs and old apple trees put to
gether In heart Interest it is
second only to home and mother
and little prattling Goldenhairs jgp
story writers it Is more UBefuT
than any two other oh-

jects They owe more to l even
than they do to the lost
have worked it so mercilessly
ever that the public Is bit BkepvKy

skeptical as ones
friends when one says rWhy
didnt you get my letter Well if
that isnt the strangest thing

The dear public like ones
friends has ceased to believe in
the that never came It
smiles and says Well Uncle Sans
is pretty reliable The letter that
never came is the letter that

sent Which may be true 1ni
nine hundred and cases
out of a thousand But isV
always the thousandth case aswas
recently emphasized up Jri tfie lit-
tle town of Sioughtonv fass when-
a girl received letter mail
ed more than a quarter of a xenrt-
uryT before she was born and a
whitehaired old man made
glad by a message from a beloved

who laid down hIs life for his
country during the Richmond
paign more than forty
and a middleaged wife and j

smiled tenderly over v

memories of a boy and girt af
fair when she was the girl and a
gallant young soldier who went off
to the war and never came hack
was the boy In the case

Fortysix years that letter was
comings Which may not be

certainly is a long
Fortysix years ago in the

days just preceding the firing on
Sumter Massena Ballou a
highminded lad of twen
tyone was teaching school In
Houghton his home Village and pre-

paring himself to enter college
Within a year he lay dead on a Vir
ginia battlefield During the summer
of 1860 the young school teacher
wrote an essay on What Constitutes
True Bravery and contributed It to
a Randolph Mass paper A few
months later showing himself a man
of deeds as well as words he enlisted
and went to the war and stood the
supreme test as to what constitutes
true bravery

On October 23 1860 Just before
going to the front he wrote a letter
to My very dear Cousin Kate be
tween the lines of which one may read
how very dear Cousin Kate was to
the highminded young soldier stu
dent about starting on the campaign
from which he never returned But
though he knew on paper and In his
own person what constitutes true
bravery he could not at the time
screw up his courage to mall that
letter to his very dear Cousin Kate
It was only when he was soldiering-
in Virginia that he finally addressed-
It and a copy of the Randolph paper
containing his essay to Miss r

now Mrs Kate Crawbaugh a white
haired old lady living In Cleveland
Ohio

After lying in the dead letter
at Washlngton for over forty

five years that letter has just
delivered to Ellstya Hawes of
Stoughton the
father of the dead soldier and will
eventually reach the person for
whom it was originally intended v
How it came to remain so long In

dead letter office without being
Destroyed or returned to the writ
or why it was sent to the dead

foffice in the first place cannot jS
explained

JTVv T V

dusty niche until ndw and
thought he was returning It to tiS
original sender as the caddress Fen
was ritoughton Mass

It Is Miss Bertha Hayes niece of
the wjiter of It who finally receiv-
ed and opened this quaint oldfash
ioned fetter from a soldier tad of
the civil war to a boyhood

Shejs the granddaughter of
the

been made happy br tais yeritajble
message from the message
whose nondelivery may have
the undoing of a youthful romance

Miss Hawes was surprised a few
to receive in her mail

i bulky package addressed to Mrs
3 She was about to send
tJiack unopened but on second

thought opened It and wasfamaila
to find withtv the copy of the
Randolph newspaper dated I860
containing the essay on What

True Bravery and a
letter from Massina Bailbu Hawes

uncle whom she had never seen
but the story of whose death dur
ing the Richmond campaign In Vir

ginia when he was barely twenty
two she had known from childhood

letter an paper were signed
ariB Hawes 1n oldfashioned script

the signature look like
Mrsy B Haweg As they were

dated Mass the
head Letter Of ce clerk found
them undoubtedly thought e
returning them to the prjginal

And Miss Bertha Hawes
g including that MrsB Hawes might

opened It
the whitehaired father

JM B Hawes this letter itself
la of value than any inclos

ure of whose importance the
regulation would take cognlzanpe1
could possibly ber rust ovT it will
appeal to My very dear Cousin
Kate when she gets it no one can
sad It is read between the
lines of the essay with Its high
ideals V and the letter with its
quaint and curtly phrases of en
dearment the romantic story of a
highminded lad just preparing for
college wounded because he did
not hear from his beloved Kate
and bravely offering his life for his
country dying perhaps with her
name upon his lips and the thought
that she had forgotten him It Is a
letter to stir tender memories even
if the writer never had seriously

touched the heart of his very dear
cousin

And to tht feeble old grandfather-
it is dear beyond price It comes
he says like ai message from the
dead to comfort me In my old ages
He was only In the war six months
when I lost him and it has been my
greatest grief that I had no last
message from him Now I can die
happy for It is as if he had come
back to talk to me and In some way
makes me so sure that I shall see
him again soon

Though his eyesight Is fallings
Mr Hawes holds the letter in his
hands gazing at It reverently and
again and again requests that it ha
read to hi-
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